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He is most at a loss for water to drink The pipe of his throat
is, it is said, the size of the eye of a needle, and he is continually
thirsty enough to drink twelve gallons of water The watch-
men of Wuroon Dev,1 however, are stationed wherever there is
water, to prevent the Bhoots from drinking, and their thirst is
therefore as continual as it is intense The Bhoots feed upon
all kinds of refuse The goblin of the best class, he, that is to
say, whose funeral ceremonies have been duly performed, but
who has been debarred from liberation by his own intense
affection for earthly objects, is called a ' Poorwuj Dev,'8 and
resides in his own house or m a sacred fig-tree 3
The powers which Bhoots and Prets exercise aie the follow-
ing —They take possession of a corpse, and speak through
its mouth, they exhibit themselves in the form which they
possessed when living , they enter into a living man, and cause
him to speak as they please , sometimes they afflict him with
fever, or various other diseases , sometimes they assume the
forms of animals, and frighten people by suddenly vanishing
in a flash of fire , sometimes, remaining invisible, they speak in
whispers A Bhoot has been known to come to fisticuffs with
a man, and to carry a man off and set him down in a distant
*	Desert places,' m Goozerat, correspond exactly with the ' dry places,'
(avvSpcav r6iruv) assigned to the evil spirits in Matthew xii 43, Luke xi 24
' In the dialogue of Dives and Pauper, printed by Richard Pynson,
' in 1493, among the superstitions then in use at the beginning of the
' year, the following is mentioned —" Alle that take hede to dyamal
' dayes, or use nyce observances in the uewe moone, or in the new yeere,
*	as setting of mete or drynke by nighte on the benche to fede alholde or
' gobelyn,'—Vide Brand.
1 [Varuna Deva, Regent of the Ocean ]
8 [Skt P&rvaja, ancestor According to the Jams, the spirit of a man
who is attached to a house, haunts it after death in the form of a serpent.
The householder propitiates it by annually feeding a Brahman ]
3 See Note A, at the end of this chapter, for notices of Bhoots in
other parts of India Our remarks upon the subject in the test are
denved principally from an essay entitled, Bhoot Nibundh, or The Des
troyer of Superstitions regarding Damons, which was written in the
language of Goozerat, by Treewadee Dulputram Daya, a Shreemalee
Brahmin, of Jhalawar, and obtained the prize of the Goozerat Vernacular
Society, for a d 1849 An English translation, by the author of the
present work, who was then secretary to the society, was published at
Bombay a d 1850

